
 

    Foundation Board Meeting 
 
 

 
 
 
 

General Session: 3:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday – January 28, 2015  
 

Meeting Location(See map)   
Cravens Student Services Multi-Purpose Room 

    
 

BOARD PACKETS ARE REQUIRED AT EVERY MEETING. 
Please bring yours. 

 
 

Our Mission: 
The mission of the Foundation is to enhance the quality of education by advancing the 
College of the Desert through building relationships, securing philanthropic support and 
stewarding assets.    
 
Our Vision: 
To positively impact the lives of students who are striving to achieve a purposeful 
education and to enhance the communities of the Coachella Valley and the region. 
 
Core Values: 
 Accountability 
 Integrity 
 Service Excellence 
 Trust 



 

Board Meetings 

Multi-Purpose Room 

Cravens Bldg 

 

Park Lot 2 

 



 

Board of Directors 
January 28, 2015 

Cravens Multi-Purpose Room 
3:00 – 5:00p.m. 

AGENDA (**Board action required) 
 
 

I. Call to Order   

II. Public Invitation to speak as per the Brown Act 

III. Introductions 

IV. Guest speaker Student 

V. Approval of meeting minutes 

A. **Approval of December 11, 2014 Executive Meeting Minutes……. Page: 1 

**Approval of December 11, 2014 Board Meeting Minutes…………Page: 2 

VI. Financials Review – Suz Hunt 

A. **Approval of Financials November and December 2014 ……….…Page: 6 

V. Foundation Board Reports 

A. Anna Davies 

1. Strategy to eliminate class backlog 

2. Winter session summary 

3. Enrollment growth FTES 

4. Boot camp – Edge Program 

5. Expanded Summer session classes 

B. Lisa Howell 

1. Update of COD budget 

2. FTES Growth and impact on budget 

C. Joel Kinnamon 

1. Recent proposals related to Community College Tuitions & Fees 

D.  Standing Committees 

1. Finance & Investment Committee – Suz Hunt 

a)**Approval of Meeting Minutes January 21, 2015…….. Page: 10 

  2. Nominating Committee – Mark Nickerson 

3. Academic Angels – Jan Harnik 

E. Ad Hoc Committees 

1. President’s Circle – Kate Spates 

a) **Approval of Meeting Minutes January 8, 2015……... Page: 12 
 

  2.  Planned Giving – Peter Sturgeon 

  3. Ophelia Project request – Peter Sturgeon 



  4. Donor Scholarship Reception – Peter Sturgeon 

5. Stepping Out for COD – Gershowitz & McGrath 

VII. Information Items: 

A. College of the Desert President – Joel Kinnamon 

B. Academic Senate President – Doug Redman 

C. COD Trustee – Becky Broughton 

D. Development Director Reports- Jan Hawkins and Peter Sturgeon 

D. Foundation Board President – Donna Jean Darby 

E. Executive Director – Jim Hummer 

F. Response to Community Involvement Requests 

 

VIII. New Business 

IX. Adjournment 



                                

            
Executive Committee Meeting 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 – 2:00p.m. 
Cravens Multi-Purpose Room 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present 
Donna Jean Darby, Diane Gershowitz, Susan Hunt, Dr. Joel Kinnamon, Penny Mason, Michael 
O’Neill, Dr. Jane Saltonstall, Kate Spates, Larry Spicer 
 
Absent 
Jan Harnik, Lisa Howell, Dr. Chuck Monell, Mark Nickerson 
 
Guest 
Becky Broughton, Dr. Bonnie Stefan, Mary-Jane Sanchez-Fulton, Eleanor Campbell, Jim 
Hummer, Kippy Laflame, Jan Hawkins, Peter Sturgeon 
 
Call to Order   
 
Public Invitation to speak as per the Brown Act   
None 
 
Introductions 
Donna Jean Darby encouraged all that attended to share their background. 
 
 
New Business: None 
 
 
 
Adjournment 2:50pm 
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Board of Director Meeting 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 – 3:00p.m. 
Cravens Multi-Purpose Room 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present 
John J. Benoit, Peggy Cravens, Donna Jean Darby, Marge Dodge, Diane Gershowitz, Brian 
Holcombe, Susan Hunt, Dr. Joel Kinnamon, Donna MacMillan, Dan Martinez, Penny Mason, 
JoAnn McGrath, Michael O’Neill, Dr. Jane Saltonstall, Dominique Shwe, Sally Simonds, Kate 
Spates, Larry Spicer 
 
Absent 
Carol Ammon, Bob Archer, Joan Busick, James Carona, Norma Castaneda, Jan Harnik, Lisa 
Howell, Dr. Chuck Monell, Mark Nickerson, Doug Redman, Arlene Schnitzer, Marcia Stein 
 
Guest 
Becky Broughton, Anna Davies, Dr. Bonnie Stefan, Mary-Jane Sanchez-Fulton, Eleanor 
Campbell, Aurora Wilson, Jim DeBoom, Susan Francis, Paulina Larson, Stu Bailey, Doug 
Freeman, Diane Denkler, Roberta Duke, Eileen Hall, Jim Hummer, Kippy Laflame, Jan Hawkins, 
Peter Sturgeon 
 
Call to Order   
 
Public Invitation to speak as per the Brown Act  
Ophelia Project Director Susan Francis 
 
Guest Speaker 
Douglas K.  Freeman, J.D., LL.M., spoke to the Board members about the importance of strong 
and consistent advocacy of the Foundation and the College. He is Senior Managing Director, 
First Foundation Advisors. In this capacity, he provides strategic planning and organizational 
management advice for business, nonprofit, foundation, and family clients. He is the founder 
of National Philanthropy Day, proclaimed by Congress and celebrated throughout the United 
States since 1986.  Several pieces of collateral were handed out to the members in 
attendance. 
 
Approval of meeting minutes as distributed 
 

It was M/S/C Donna MacMillan/Suz hunt to approve the October 29, 2014 Executive 
Meeting Minutes 
It was M/S/C Penny mason/Dominique Shwe to approve the October 29, 2014 Board 
Meeting Minutes 
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Financials Review – George Holliday 
George reviewed the October 30, 2014 financials  
 

It was M/S/C Dan Martinez/John Benoit to approve the October 30, 2014 Financials as 
distributed 

 
Foundation Board Committee Reports 
 
Standing Committees 
 
Finance & Investment Committee – Suz Hunt 
A report compiled and written by Suz was handed to the Board members explaining the 
investments with Merrill Lynch and Wells Fargo.  

It was M/S/C Brian Holcombe/Sally Simonds to approve the November 20, 2014 Finance 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Resource & Development Committee – Jan Hawkins 
Looking to expand the number of committee members several prospective members were 
invited to a meeting on November 18th. Anna Davies, Executive VP of COD, spoke of funding 
priorities and state budgeting.  All were invited to attend a campus tour. 
 
Academic Angels 
In Jan Harnik’s absence Eileen Hall and Jan Hawkins reported on the Citizens of Distinction 
event which took place December 3, 2014.   Over 200 attendees including 19/30 Board 
members, 17/18 Academic Angels Board members, 3 Trusteed and 6 elected officials.  Gross 
revenues approx. $93,000 with net of approx. $82K compared to $83K for Chili Cook Off III. 
Penny Mason personally thanked the Citizens of Distinction committee as well as FDN staff for 
the great job on organizing the event. 
 
 
Ad Hoc Committees 
 
President’s Circle – Kate Spates and Peter Sturgeon 
The PC event of December 5th was reviewed.  Over 100 people attended the 3 building tour.   
Next event is on January 14, 2015 where PC members will enjoy a BBQ at the Foundation 
followed by courtside seating at the men’s basketball game. 
 
Stepping Out for COD – Diane Gershowitz and JoAnn McGrath 
Diane reported that we are presently at 67% of goal for the event with 18 sponsors.  So far 
only 4 were from Board members.  As this is the easiest vehicle to tell our story Diane 
appealed to the members to Step Up for COD. 
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Planned Giving – Peter Sturgeon 
To re-engage the 3W (Legacy group Where there is a Will there is a Way) Penny Mason and 
Peggy Cravens are hosting an event on February 4, 2015 at Morningside Country Club.  All 
board members will be receiving an invitation also. 
 
 
Stepping Out for COD – Gershowitz & McGrath 
Diane reported that the main solicitation was mailed out several weeks ago.  She requested 
100% participation in the event from the board. 
 
Stewardship Committee Discussion – Jim Hummer 
Due to time constraints this item will have to go on the December agenda 
 
Information Items: 
 
College of the Desert President – Joel Kinnamon 
 
Dr. Kinnamon announced the new winter session as well as the addition of faculty in areas of 
priority.  He reviewed the public scoping meetings of November 22, 2014, which are one of 
the first steps in the environmental process for the West Valley campus .  He reported that a 
positive reaction for the location was the consensus of those who attended. 
 
Academic Senate President – Doug Redman –  
None 
 
COD Trustee – Michael O’Neill  
 
Thanked Donna Jean Darby for inviting all the Trustees to attend and get to know the 
Foundation Executive Committee members.  He reported that Donna Jean has attended all 
the Trustee meeting and is making an major impact in the community. 
 
 
Response to Community Involvement Requests  
None 
 
New Business: Ophelia Project 
Susan Francis, President and CEO of the Ophelia Project Coachella Valley discussed the 
mission of OP, showed the board members a video. As well Paulina Larson an alumni of the 
program as well as COD spoke .  They would like to form a partnership with COD and asked 
the Board to consider underwriting a pilot program that would provide 15 two year full-ride 
scholarships.  After discussing Donna Jean Darby asked Peter Strugeon and Susna Francis to 
come up with a plan to present to the Board. 
 
Adjournment 4:50p.m. 
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Finance	and	Investment	Committee	Meeting	
Wednesday,	January	21,	2015	–	3:00pm	

COD	Foundation	Board	Room	
	

M	I	N	U	T	E	S	
	

Present 
Joan Busick, Donna Jean Darby, Lisa Howell, Suz Hunt, Penny Mason, Sally Simonds 
 
Absent 
Carol Ammon, Bob Archer, Brian Holcombe, Dan Martinez,  
 
Staff/Guests 
Jim Hummer, George Holliday, Kippy Laflame, Peter Sturgeon 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00pm 
 
Performance Review 
Both Merrill Lynch and Wells Fargo presented the performance of their FDN portfolios to the committee. 
The Committee members were very complimentary of the work that both investors did on simplifying the 
report.  The Committee requested that the investors add historical statistics to help give more perspective to 
the report.  Kippy will work on updating. 
 
See attached reports for year 2014.  
 
Financials - George Holliday 
 
Both the November and December financials were reviewed. 
 
Spending Policy 
As per our policy, every January, the committee determines the annual spending allocation.   
The spending policy was discussed at length. The Committee thought that it lacked clarity and asked staff  
to work on simplifying the wording of the policy. 
 
Adjournment:  
Meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.  
  
 
 
Minutes taken by Kippy Laflame, Executive Assistant 
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President Circle Committee Meeting  
Thursday, January 8, 2015 – 11:00 a.m. 

Foundation Board Room 
Minutes 

 
Present 
Norma Castaneda, Donna Jean Darby, Annette Novack, Kate Spates 
 
Absent 
Doug Redman, Michael O’Neill, Dominique Shwe 
 
 
Staff/Guests 
Kippy Laflame, Peter Sturgeon 
 

Call to Order – Chair Kate Spates 

1) PC Basketball Game 
a) Details of the BBQ were discussed. People with no email addresses will be called. List split 

between Kate and Annette 
 
2) Tamarisk event 

a) Dr. Kinnamon will attend and be a dinner guest of the Novacks. 
 
3) Expired Memberships 

i) members updated their call list. 

4) Annual Billing 
a) It was M/S/C Kate Spates/Phoebe Biscow-Brown to recommend to the Board to change the 

present system of monthly billing of PC memberships to annual billing.  The date suggested by 
the committee is May 1  

 
5) New/Old Business 
 
6) Choosing a monthly meeting date.  A consensus was not arrived at . 

 

 
7) Adjournment at 12:30 p.m. 
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Planned Giving Committee Meeting 

Minutes 
December 17, 2014 –300pm 

 
Foundation Board Room 

 
 
Present 
Peggy Cravens, Donna Jean Darby, Helene Dreyer-Koch, Penny Mason, Leslie Briskman, Dick 
Zeigler, Mike McGreevy 
 
Absent 
Kurt Mortenson, Marcia Stein, Valerie Powers-Smith 
 
Staff 
Peter Sturgeon, Kippy Laflame 
 
Call to Order at 3:01 by Penny Mason 
 
Public Invitation to speak as per the Brown Act 
None 
 
Planned Giving Reception 3W re-engagement 
Details and logistics of the invitations, upcoming event were discussed. The invitations will be 
mailed to 3W members, Foundation Board, Academic Angels board.  
 It was suggested to change the brochure so that the 30 Words are more prominent.  
Peggy Cravens will ask Bob Pollock to tell his story of his involvement with COD.   
Donna Jean, Peggy and Penny will call 3W members to invite them personally.   
There needs to be a packet of information that attendees leave the event with.  It should 
include: 

 30 Word brochure 
 Naming opportunities brochures 
 List of upcoming Campus Tours 

Campus tour sign-in forms at the event 

 
 
Adjournment 4:25pm 
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