
COD Foundation Board of 
Directors Meeting 

February 19, 2025 – 3:00 PM 
Cravens Center 

College of the Desert, Palm Desert Campus 
43500 Monterey Ave., Palm Desert 

OR 
ZOOM (Special Circumstance, Guest, Public Only):  

https://collegeofthedesert-
edu.zoom.us/my/julimaxwell?pwd=0jSyRql8Ye6KqaKglbAggjWaPlwanh.1&omn=89926983480 

Meeting ID: 648 245 1590 
Passcode: 7394 

Public Participation and Public Comment: 
In person and remote public participation is allowed and will be accepted in person, by 
email to codfoundation@collegeofthedesert.edu and submitted for the record during 
public comment or by using the raise your hand function by joining the Zoom link: 
https://collegeofthedesert-
edu.zoom.us/j/4672516547?pwd=0Fpr4LqvSJ0tTo3B3CefhCEOgXBU8t.1&omn=817733160
98. There is a time limit of three (3) minutes per person. All comments must be submitted
or brought forward prior to the end of the public comments section.
Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities: Persons with disabilities may make a
written request for a disability-related modification or accommodation, including
auxiliary aids or services, in order to participate in the meeting. All requests should be
directed to the COD Foundation office in advance via email to
codfoundation@collegeofthedesert.edu.



Agenda 
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Minutes for Approval  
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Philip Niblo 

Bio 

I work as a Financial Advisor at FLC Capital Advisors. My primary responsibilities include managing 

relationships, building investment plans, crafting financial plans, and tax planning. I have over 8 years of 

experience as a financial advisor and 9 years working in community banking. In Community Banking I 

worked at Wells Fargo and Bank of America. As a Financial Advisor I previously worked at Raymond 

James and Merrill Lynch. I attended College of the Desert then transferred to University of Redlands 

graduating with a bachelor’s degree in business administration with a concentration in accounting. I have 

obtained the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ (CFP®) accreditation from the Certified Financial Planner 

Board of Standards. I also hold the Series 7 General Securities Representative and Series 66 Uniform 

Combined State Law Examination licenses. 

I find great satisfaction in being able to tell clients they can spend more in retirement and advising them 

on the most tax-efficient sources to draw from. Tax planning excites me! My goal is to provide the most 

tax efficient ways to give clients retirement income they need. I utilize my experience in providing wealth 

management advice and building long-term relationships to assist clients with custom strategies tailored 

to their needs.  

I am a lifelong Coachella Valley resident and still reside in La Quinta. I have a fiancé Deyssi and a young 

daughter Sofia. I enjoy immersing myself in the community, spending quality time with my family and 

working on my house. I like to refer to myself as an “Unlicensed Electrician”. 

I am also a board member of the Desert Estate Planning Council and a member of the Financial Planning 

Association. 
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Alvin Schonfeld Bio 

I grew up in the suburbs of Cleveland. After graduating from Shaker Heights high 
school I attended the university of Pittsburgh where I received a bachelor of 
science degree 

Then went to medical school at Midwestern University in Chicago. Following 
graduation from medical school, I entered the United States Army medical 
corps and did all of my post doctor training, including internship, residency in 
internal medicine and fellowship in pulmonary disease. I left the army with the 
rank of major and as chief of the pulmonary disease service at Tripler Army 
Medical Center in Honolulu. 

I then entered private and academic practice in Chicago starting at 
Midwestern University, where achieved the rank of associate professor of 
medicine. We then moved to Colorado, where I taught at Rocky Vista University 
as professor of medicine. 

In the early 90s following a trip to Grenada, my wife Susan, and I started to do 
charity work for their hearing-impaired community. After several years of 
obtaining hearing aids, medical equipment and surgical supplies, in 1993, I was 
named as Grenadas honorary Consul in Chicago. This allowed me to be part of 
the consular Corp in Chicago where I met one of the Israeli Consul General‘s. 
He suggested that I start attending water and agricultural technology 
conferences in Tel Aviv every year. As a result of my attending those 
conferences, I was able to obtain numerous types of agricultural and water 
technology equipment for Grenada. 

In around 2016 the Prime Minister of Grenada, as a way to thank me for my long 
service to Grenada but also knowing that Grenada’s further involvement in 
Israel would lead to betterment in Grenada, I was nominated to be Grenada’s 
first ambassador to Israel. In 2018 I presented credentials to the president of 
Israel and have remained accredited as Grenada’s ambassador to Israel since 
that time. 

I’ve been married to my wife, Susan for 44 years. We have three children and 
two grandchildren. 

Hobbies include travel, golf, skiing, swimming, and tennis 

Alvin Schonfeld 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MARCH 16 President’s Circle “Pizza and Putting
11am at Shadow Mountain

APRIL 10 Academic Angels Mixer 
5pm location TBD

APRIL 28 P.A.V.E #3
3pm at Barbara Foster Monachino’s

MAY 1
Academic Angels Spring into Summer
Luncheon - Time and Place TBD

MAY 3 Legacy Leaders Event
Time and Place TBD

CODFOUNDATION@COLLEGEOFTHEDESERT.EDUCODFOUNDATION.ORG 760-773-2561

FEBRUARY
27 

President’s Circle Special Tour of Indio
Campus - Gold and Above - 9am

MARCH 5 COD Career Fair
10am - Indio Campus

APRIL 23
BOD Annual Meeting
3pm - Indio Campus
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CAMPUS TOURS

TUES., APRIL 1

WED., APRIL 9

CODFOUNDATION@COLLEGEOFTHEDESERT.EDUCODFOUNDATION.ORG 760-773-2561

THURS., FEBRUARY 20

TUES., MARCH 25

TUES., APRIL 15
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